
Scholar Information Sheet 

 
Why scholars? The Let’s Talk About It program is unique in South Carolina in its use of scholars to lead 
book discussion groups.  In its inception, LTAI was a humanities-based program, emphasizing the 
excitement of the search to understand human existence through literature.  When a different scholar 
lectures on each title in the book series, it brings a richness and perspective to the book club that it would 
not have otherwise. By modeling the stimulating dynamics of the classroom, LTAI truly engages adult 
readers in a way that they are rarely engaged. The use of scholars has been extremely successful thus far 
for the LTAI program, and we look forward to your help in continuing this success. 
 
Scholar Qualifications: Humanities scholars must be actively involved in both planning and presenting 
projects, drawing upon the analytical, interpretive, and pedagogical skills appropriate to their disciplines.  
These scholars have graduate training in humanities disciplines and are professionally involved in their 
discipline through teaching, writing, and research.  Other special qualifications or achievements in 
humanities may be accepted to fulfill these criteria. 
   (From The Humanities Council SC Grant Guidelines) 
 
Scholar Responsibilities: 

• Prepare autobiographical information (two or three paragraphs) for the host librarian to use as an 
introduction. 

• Be familiar with the book and theme on which they are presenting. 

• Prepare and deliver a 30- to 40-minute presentation on the material to be discussed. 

• Prepare several opening discussion questions to be used as a basis for group discussion. 

• If there are small discussion groups, circulate among them after the presentation to answer 
questions and listen to what is said. 

• If requested, end the program by briefly highlighting before the large group the important ideas 
expressed in the discussion(s). 

• Write a brief evaluation of the program for the library and the Humanities Council SC records. 
The evaluation will be provided to you by the librarian. 

  (From the American Library Association’s “Let’s Talk About It: A Planner’s Manual”) 
 
Scholar Compensation: The Humanities Council SC awards a $500 grant to all participating public 
libraries in the state, allowing for a $100 honorarium for each of the five scholars in a series.  Travel 
expenses should be covered under arrangement with the participating library. And of course, the rewards 
of participating in such an engaging program are priceless! 
 
Tips to help you prepare for the program: 

• Your audience will be composed primarily of out-of-school adults.  The advantage of such an 
audience is that they will bring to the discussion their own life experience, which may be broader 
and more profound than younger audiences.  The disadvantages are that they may be rusty in 
literary vocabulary and in the analysis of literature and may be shy in expressing their reactions. 

• Your presentation, along with any questions you prepare, should serve as a catalyst for the 
evening’s discussion, rather than as the final, conclusive analysis of literature. 

• Each of the LTAI series has a theme. If you are the first scholar in the series, it is important to set 
the tone and the general theme of the series. It is always important to show how the book for 
which you are the scholar fits into the program. 

 


