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In recent decades there has been an outpouring of fine historical writing about South Carolina in the Civil War era.  The following selections represent some of the best work being done in the field.  Most of these books are of recent vintage, though a few classic older volumes have been included because of their narrative qualities and continuing influence on conversations about the war era.  Because the state witnessed more seige action and fewer field campaigns than many other Southern states, the list is modestly weighted toward cultural and political history and biography, but a number of military history texts have also been deployed. Most of the selections are targeted to a general library reading audience. A few more technical works are included for their potential value to those with a special interest in these sub-topics.  
Civil War Events and Eras
W. Scott Poole, South Carolina’s Civil War: A Narrative History. Macon: Mercer University Press, 2005. 187 pp.: ill.
A comprehensive recent overview which includes social and cultural as well as military perspectives. Intended as an introduction for a general audience, Poole’s book presents a rich array of perspectives that will be new to many readers.
Lacy Ford, The Origins of Southern Radicalism: The South Carolina Upcountry, 1800-1860. New York: Oxford University Press, 1988. 414. pp.
A richly detailed political and social history explaining why the region of South Carolina least dominated by plantation slavery came to so enthusiastically embrace the movement to secession. Of critical importance was the embrace by yeomen farmers of the traditional political ideology of “Country Whig” Republicanism. 
Stephanie McCurry, Masters of Small Worlds: Yeoman Households, Gender Relations, and the Political Culture of the Antebellum South Carolina Low Country. New York: Oxford University Press, 1995. 320 pp.
A close and at times technical scholarly analysis of the Low Country’s middle and lower class white populations, a group largely overlooked by historians and social commentators. Despite deep tensions between lower and upper classes, McCurry suggests that a shared commitment to patriarchal household control helped forge inter-class consensus in the years leading up to secession.  
Manisha Sinha, The Counterrevolution of Slavery: Politics and Ideology in Antebellum South Carolina. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2000. 362 pp.
Examining the Nullification crisis, the Compromise of 1850, the South Carolina debates over reopening the slave trade, and the turn to secession, Sinha attributes South Carolina’s exceptionalism to its adoption of  a “counter-revolutionary” conservatism that rejected the egalitarian and democratic trends evident in the rest of the nation. 
Charles Edward Cauthen, South Carolina Goes to War. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1950. 256 pp.
Cauthen’s classic narrative considers the state’s political and military leadership in the secession crisis and war, with particular interest in how the secessionists seized initiative from moderates and unionists and maintained close conformity to the Confederate cause throughout  the war era. 
Stephen Channing, Crisis of Fear: Secession in South Carolina. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1970. 315 pp.
Channing offers a classic political narrative of the coming of secession in South Carolina, emphasizing the ebb and flow of the secessionists’ expectations and fortunes, even as their movement eventually triumphed. 
Maury Klein, Days of Defiance: Sumter, Secession, and the Coming of the Civil War. New York: Knopf, 1997. 496 pp.: ill.
A dramatic retelling of the secession crisis with a fine sense of complexity of the leadership choices made by South Carolinians, the Buchanan and Lincoln administrations, and the new Confederate government.  Klein provides a vivid portrayal of the personalities involved and how these affected public policies.
E. Milby Burton, The Siege of Charleston, 1861-1865. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1970. 373 pp.: ill. 
Burton’s account details the military operations of the Charleston siege from a command-level perspective. His discussion of battle details, military strategy, and local as well as state-level politics help to explain why Charleston’s Confederates were able to resist the U.S. siege longer than almost any other port city in the South. 
Daniel J. Crooks, Jr., Lee in the Lowcountry: Defending Charleston and Savannah, 1861-1862. Charleston: History Press, 2008. 128 pp.: ill.
Crooks provides an intimate portrait of the evolution of General Lee before he came to Confederate preeminence.  A military narrative with emphasis on Lee’s leadership approaches and the challenges of creating a coastal defense and the military forces to staff it, showing the crucial strategic importance of the region to the Confederate war effort. 
Patrick Brennan, Secessionville: Assault on Charleston. Campbell: Savas Pub., 1996. 394 pp.: ill.
The Battle of Secessionville, in June 1862, on the coast near Charleston, was one of the most crucial civil war battles fought on South Carolina soil. Following the Confederate repulse of the U.S. advance at this battle, it would not be until General Sherman’s armies bypassed the city and severed its communications in 1865 that the city would fall back in U.S. hands.  Brennan’s narrative describes the battle’s context and field operations in vivid and careful detail and offers an insightful analysis of the leadership factors behind Confederate success and U.S. failure. 
Stephen R. Wise, Gate of Hell: Campaign for Charleston Harbor, 1863. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1994. 312 pp.: ill.
As the cradle of secession and a vital blockade-running port, Charleston had both practical and symbolic significance to both the United States and the Confederacy. Wise offers a meticulous account of determined U.S. siege efforts and equally determined Confederate defenses. Wise presents a clear case for the siege’s effect in changing overall Union and Confederate strategy, and his account of the famous assault on Fort Wagner by the 54th Massachusetts and other regiments is especially memorable.
Edmund L. Drago, Confederate Phoenix: Rebel Children and their Families in South Carolina. New York: Fordham University Press, 2008. 204 pp.: ill.
Drago provides a compelling, concise, and intimate account of the place of children in the war era.  South Carolina’s leaders invoked the idea of children as symbols of purity and of the future.  Young South Carolinians participated in the war, both on home front and in combat.  Children shared the experiences of parents as the war effort unfolded and families struggled with post-conflict survival, but had problems and experiences unique to their youth.  The lives and social customs of South Carolina families in wartime, occupation, and reconstruction are elegantly portrayed in Drago’s hands. 
Jacqueline Glass Campbell, When Sherman Marched North from the Sea: Resistance on the Confederate Home Front. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2003. 177 pp.: ill.
A brief but multifaceted account of responses to Sherman’s March through the Carolinas, offering important complications to what she calls the “grand narrative of pillage and destruction.” A rich portrait of the complexity and paradox of social and psychological reactions to the march among slaves and free families, with special attention to women’s sense of honor and pride of place. 
Willie Lee Rose, Rehearsal for Reconstruction: The Port Royal Experiment. Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1964. 442 pp.: ill.
In this path-breaking study of the first major African American community in South Carolina and the South to be emancipated. Rose elegantly describes the efforts of the freedmen to achieve independence with the aid (or interference) of U.S. military authorities and competing groups of northern abolitionist reformers, efforts which would have great significance as a model for subsequent emancipation policies. 
Julie Saville, The Work of Reconstruction: From Slave to Wage Laborer in in South Carolina. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1994. 221 pp.: ill. 
Saville applies a close scholarly lens to the tumultuous transition from slavery to freedom in the Palmetto State.  She carefully explores how the expectations that freedmen had about work and self-governance after freedom collided with the preconceptions of the U.S. military and former slaveholders, and charts the troubled emergence of wage labor and sharecropping systems  in the post-war period. 
Leslie A. Schwalm, A Hard Fight for We: Women’s Transition from Slavery to Freedom in South Carolina. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1997. 394 pp.: ill.
The experiences of women in slavery, wartime, and emancipation were unique. Schwalm explores the “incremental disruptions” of work, daily life, and power during the war and the struggle of freedwomen to maintain their own autonomy in the face of almost insurmountable odds throughout the reconstruction period. 
Richard Zuczek, State of Rebellion: Reconstruction in South Carolina. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1996. 250 pp.: ill.
Focusing on the concepts of insurgency and control,  Zuczek views the Reconstruction period as a continuation of the Civil War.  Covering the period from conservative ex-Confederate self-reconstruction in 1865 and fragile Republican ascendancy in the late 1860s to the ‘Revolution of 1876’ and withdrawal of federal troops in the following year, Zuczek suggests that the ex-Confederates, though military and political means, succeeded in winning a dominance during the peace that they had ostensibly lost during the war.
Lou Faulkner Williams, The Great South Carolina Ku Klux Klan Trials, 1871-1872. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1996. 197 pp.: ill.
Williams chronicles the remarkable misadventures associated with federal efforts to prosecute Klan violence in Reconstruction.  Of over six hundred men arrested, only a handful ever faced trial.  The remainder ultimately received clemency or amnesty. Williams provides vivid analysis of the violence, courtroom strategizing, and ultimate failure of the prosecution efforts. 
Hyman Rubin, South Carolina Scalawags. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2006. 192 pp.
Democrats used the  term Scalawag to describe White Southerners who joined the Republican party during the Reconstruction era.  Rubin’s measured political history describes the social origins of the Scalawags (many of whom were ex-Confederates), their internal struggles over racial equality and economic development, their battles and accommodations with White Democrats, and the decline of scalawag power in the face of political pressure and extra-legal intimidation. 
Biographical
Rod Andrew, Wade Hampton: Confederate Warrior to Southern Redeemer. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2008. 616 pp.: ill.
Prof. Andrew provides a multifaceted account of Hampton, combining a rich discussion of Hampton’s social context and personal history with a careful treatment of his military career, paradoxical political leadership and complex place in South Carolina’s troubled reconstruction era.
Andrew Billingsley, Yearning to Breathe Free: Robert Smalls of South Carolina and his Families. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2007. 253 pp.: ill.
Depicts the story of Smalls’ emergence from slavery to war hero and Congressman, framed in the context of his various families, real and “fictive.”  Billingsley’s attention to the physical and social details of the Beaufort and Charleston communities where Smalls made his home complement his interest in family history, richly situating Smalls’ struggle to seek his own freedom and defend the rights of others. A fascinating discussion of Smalls’ descendants adds a compelling epilogue to this narrative.
Vernon Burton, A Gentleman and an Officer: A Military and Social History of James B. Griffin’s Civil War. New York: Oxford University Press, 1997. 362 pp.: ill.
Burton combines a biographical account of Griffin with an elegant summary of the Edgefield, South Carolina and Texas communities where Griffin lived. In addition the volume includes the full text of his letters home during the war period.
Walter Brian Cisco, Wade Hampton: Confederate Warrior, Conservative Statesman. Washington D.C.: Brassey’s, 2004. 401 pp.: ill.
Cisco provides a dramatic and admiring account of this crucial South Carolina leader, emphasizing his personal relationships, leadership decision-making and public reputation.
William C. Davis, Rhett: The Turbulent Life and Times of a Fire-Eater. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2001. 702 pp.: ill. 
R. Barnwell Rhett was a crucial figure in shaping South Carolina’s embrace of state rights, proslavery, anti-tariff and anti-party politics.  Davis’s elegantly-crafted and carefully-detailed book chronicles his rise from struggling lawyer to South Carolina’s most influential and outspoken newspaper editor.  Davis’s discussions of the onset of secession and Rhett’s critical stance toward President Jefferson Davis’s war policies are especially revealing. 
Mary Decredico, Mary Chesnut: A Confederate Woman’s Life. Madison: Madison House, 1996. 176 pp.: ill.
South Carolina’s preeminent observer of the Confederacy, Mary Chesnut has become a defining voice of the Civil War era.  Decredico’s biography offers an incisive account of Chesnut’s life and her unique insider’s vision of the Confederacy that nicely contextualizes Chesnut’s diary.
John Edmunds, Francis W. Pickens and the Politics of Destruction. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1986. 256 pp.
A perceptive biography of one of South Carolina’s preeminent antebellum congressman and its governor during secession, the Sumter crisis and the first years of the war. Edmunds offers a rich portrait of a man whose political flexibility was challenged by the many conflicting political imperatives of the early Confederacy. 
Drew Gilpin Faust, James Henry Hammond and the Old South: A Design for Mastery. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1982. 407 pp.: ill.
A compellingly written critical account of the highly-controversial South Carolina senator and proslavery advocate, exploring Hammond’s efforts to rise to dominance socially, politically, and domestically, and the tragic consequences attached to his ambition.
Leigh Fought, Southern Womanhood & Slavery: A Biography of Louisa S. McCord, 1810-1879. Columbia: University of Missouri Press, 2003. 216 pp.: ill. 
One of the most forceful intellects in war-era South Carolina, Louisa McCord overcame many obstacles in becoming one of America’s most influential female essayists and social observers, a staunch defender of order, social hierarchy, and property. Fought provides a fascinating depiction of the emergence of McCord’s ideology in the context of a web of family and social relations, capping the narrative with a chronicle of McCord’s wartime activities and transition to post-war society.
Lillian Kibler, Benjamin F. Perry: South Carolina Unionist. Durham: Duke University Press, 1946. 562 pp.: ill.
A venerable 1940s account of one of South Carolina’s leading Unionists and the state’s first reconstruction governor.  Based heavily upon Perry’s own autobiography, family papers, and newspaper accounts, Kibler’s account shows Perry grappling to reconcile his conscience with the will of South Carolina’s secession-inclined White citizenry. 
Edward A. Miller, Gullah Statesman: Robert Smalls from Slavery to Congress, 1839-1915. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1995. 285 pp.: ill. 
Miller frames the life of self-emancipating Civil War hero Robert Smalls in the context of South Carolina’s evolving politics and race relations.  Miller emphasizes Smalls’ post-Planter career through Reconstruction, the Tillman era and the beginning of the twentieth century, showing the hard-fought triumphs and substantial obstacles experienced by African Americans in the late nineteenth century.
Jane Pease and William Pease, James Louis Petigru: Southern Conservative, Southern Dissenter. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1995. 237 pp. 
Recounts the life of the famous Southern unionist whose Whiggish conservative devotion to order and stability made him a key figure in antebellum South Carolina jurisprudence but also put him at odds with the state’s pro-secession majority.
Eric H. Walther, The Fire Eaters. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1992. 333 pp.
A readable collective biography of nine leading pro-secession politicians.  Among those with important South Carolina connections Walther describes are newspaper editor Robert Barnwell Rhett, Sr., Charleston political leader William Porcher Miles, Congressman Laurence Keitt, Edgefield native and Texas politician Louis T. Wigfall, and former Charleston journalist and statistician James D. B. DeBow. Walther shows how personal circumstance and temperament as well as broader social conditions shaped political views of these leaders as they adopted and promoted Southern sectionalism.  
Clyde N. Wilson, Carolina Cavalier: The Life and Mind of James Johnson Pettigrew. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1990. 303 pp.: ill. 
A North Carolina native and prominent Charleston lawyer, James J. Pettigrew was a competent commander in Lee’s army who died during the Gettysburg retreat.  Wilson celebrates Pettigrew as both an exemplar of late antebellum society’s virtues and as an individual who perceived that society’s quirks and limitations with independence and critical detachment. 
Memory and Commemoration.
J. Edward Lee, et al., South Carolina in the Civil War: The Confederate Experience in Letters and Diaries. Jefferson: McFarland, 2000. 184 pp.: ill.
A richly multifaceted collection of letters, diary entries and other first-hand accounts of South Carolinians in the Confederate era, framed by extensive commentary that carefully places each document in its broader historical context. 
W. Scott Poole, Never Surrender: Confederate Memory and Conservatism in the South Carolina Upcountry. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2004. 263 pp.: ill. 
Poole’s intellectual and cultural history charts the rise and fall of Confederate “Lost Cause” conservatism from the end of the war to the beginning of the twentieth century. He argues that the aesthetic appeal of Confederate legends helped bridge postwar divisiveness among Whites and wrest a symbolic victory from the jaws of defeat, while preserving prewar patriarchal, hierarchical, and household-centered ideals from erosion by the forces of modernity. 
K. Michael Prince, Rally Round the Flag, Boys: South Carolina and the Confederate Flag. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2004. 291 pp. 
A fascinating history of flags and Confederate symbolism from the official adoption of the Palmetto state flag at the beginning of the war to the debate over the removal of the Confederate flag on the South Carolina state house in the late 1990s. Prince emphasizes that debates over flags and memorialization were often less about history than proxy weapons for more contemporary debates and conflicts. 
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